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 GRAPES 
 
Grape production in New York is expected to total 115 thousand tons, according to growers’ reports.  This represents a 39 
percent decrease from a year ago.  This forecast is the lowest since 1977, when 101 thousand tons were produced.  Across the 
state, growers faced more challenging growing conditions than last year.  Warm weather in March resulted in an early bud break.  
This was followed by several frosts and freezes in April.  Growers also encountered drought like conditions throughout June and 
July.  The Chautauqua-Lake Erie grape belt reported a poor growing year.  Unusually warm March weather produced early 
growth that was met with April freezes.  The Finger Lakes region experienced the warm March and April freezes, but experienced 
less damage than the Lake Erie area.  Long Island growers did not have the same issues with weather that growers in central and 
western New York experienced.   
 
U.S. grape production is forecast at 7.30 million tons, down 1 percent from 2011.  California leads the U.S. in grape production 
with 90 percent of the total. Washington and New York are the next largest producing States, with 6 percent and 2 percent, 
respectively. California’s all grape forecast, at 6.6 million tons, is down slightly from previous year.  Washington growers expect to 
harvest 415,000 tons, up 31 percent from a year ago. 
 
 
 
 

 TOTAL GRAPE PRODUCTION, SELECTED STATES 
State 2010 2011 2012 

 1,000 tons
  

New York 176.0 188.0 115.0 
California 6,716.0 6,612.0 6,600.0 
Michigan 36.0 94.4 30.0 
Ohio 3.5 7.5 3.4 
Oregon 31.2 41.5 46.0 
Pennsylvania 83.0 91.0 54.0 
Washington 336.0 316.0 415.0 
Other States 1/ 32.5 27.3 33.4 
United States 7,414.2 7,377.7 7,296.8 
    
 

  
1/  Arkansas, Georgia, Missouri, North Carolina, Texas, and Virginia. 
 
 
  

PEARS 
 

Pear production in New York is expected to total a record low, 2,500 tons, down 79 percent from the production level in 2011.  
U.S. production is forecast at 878.5 thousand tons, down 8 percent from last year and 8 percent above 2010. 

 
TOTAL PEAR PRODUCTION, SELECTED STATES 

State 2010 2011 2012 

Tons
    

New York 8,300 12,100 2,500 
Michigan 900 4,400                     1/ 
Pennsylvania 2,400 2,220 3,000 
      
Bartlett 385,000 430,000 408,000 
Other varieties 417,000 506,000 465,000 
United States 2/ 813,600 954,720 878,500 
            

1/  First production estimate will be published in the Noncitrus Fruits and Nuts released January 2013.  
2/  Includes states not shown above. 



 

 
 

PEACHES 
 

Peach production in New York is forecast at a record low, 2,700 tons.  The forecasted production, if realized, would be down 60 

percent from last year’s level of 6,800 tons, and down 54 percent from 2010.  The August 2012 forecast of U.S. peach production 

is 1.02 million tons, 5 percent below 2011. 
  

TOTAL PEACH PRODUCTION, SELECTED STATES 

State 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 

 Tons 1,000 48-pound equivalents
       

New York 5,900 6,800 2,700 246 283 113 

Michigan 14,000 16,650 2,200 583 694 92 

New Jersey 36,000 32,000 32,500 1,500 1,333 1,354 

Pennsylvania 21,200 17,690 16,500 883 797 688 

United States 1/ 1,150,300 1,071,790 1,023,300 47,929 44,658 42,638 

                     
1/  National total includes amounts for other states not listed. 
 
 
 
 

 APPLES 
 
Total apple production in New York is forecast at 590 million pounds based on conditions as of August 1.  This is 52 percent 
below the 1.22 billion pounds produced last year.  This forecast is the lowest production estimate since 1948, when production 
was 564 million pounds.  Across the state, growers reported significant losses due to adverse weather conditions.  A warm spring 
season prompted trees to begin budding earlier than usual.  Immediately following the warm spell in March, multiple freezes in 
April damaged many of the buds.  In July, drought conditions hampered most of the remaining production.   
 
The three major growing regions all experienced crop loss, but at different severity levels.  The Lake Ontario region suffered the 
most loss, followed by the Hudson Valley region, and finally the Lake Champlain region suffered the least.   
 
The first U.S. apple production forecast for the 2012 crop year is 8.07 billion pounds, 14 percent below the 2011 crop.  
 
 

TOTAL APPLE PRODUCTION:  Selected States and United States 
 

State 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 

 Million pounds 1,000 42-pound equivalents 
 
New York 1,270.0 1,220.0 590.0 30,238 29,048 14,048 
California 280.0 280.0 280.0 6,667 6,667 6,667 
Michigan 590.0 985.0 105.0 14,048 23,452 2,500 
New England 149.6 143.5 115.9 3,562 3,417 2,760 
Ohio 83.2 66.6 39.6 1,980 1,586 943 
Pennsylvania 492.0 458.0 481.0 11,714 10,905 11,452 
Virginia 200.0 220.0 230.0 4,762 5,238 5,476 
Washington 5,550.0 5,410.0 5,700.0 132,143 128,810 135,714 
         

United States 1/ 9,301.6 9,420.0 8,065.7 221,467 224,286 192,040 
      

1/  National total includes amounts for other states not listed.  
K. Whetstone, B.L. Smith, B. Farley, Statisticians 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 


